


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 1 JUNE 2026 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3434. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood & Councillor N Jenks.

Apologies: Councillors D Basford, R Horrocks, C Middleton & I Wilson. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 1 member of the public (Mr G Martin).

3435. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3436. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3437. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3438. West Northants Councillor.
The West Northants Councillor did not attend.

3439. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 4 May 2026.
The approval of the minutes was deferred to the next meeting as neither the Vice Chair nor Councillor N Jenks had been present at the May meeting.

3440. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
Whilst the minutes were unable to be approved the following were noted:
The Village Hall representative will be discussed under item 3441.
New Standing Orders & Financial Regulations will be discussed under item 3442.
The Clerk had forwarded the CIL leaflet to Mrs J Basford.
Installation of the posts will be discussed under item 3444.
The Clerk had updated the Neighbourhood Watch agenda item wording.
The Stop Green Hill raffle had been included in Hannington Life.
A new web site & Parish Councillors email addresses will be discussed under item 3451.
Councillor I Wilson had sought clarification on the area to be mowed along Red House Lane – from the Barritt yard to the allotments.

3441. Election of Village Representatives:
(a) Village Hall (outstanding from the Annual Meeting)
The Vice Chair & Councillor N Jenks agreed to undertake this role jointly.

3442. Adoption of the revised Financial Regulations & new IT Policy.
It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting when more Councillors would be in attendance and will allow the Clerk to update the Standing Orders.

3443. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3444. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK (inspected by all the PC on 18 May).
(b) Allotments - to include update on purchase of posts – OK.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – OK.  Mr G Martin to check as the Chairman had seen the door open.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on purchase of post/rails – OK.
The installation of the posts remains outstanding – NB to change purchase to installation.

3445. To discuss any Matters arising from the APM held on 18 May.
There were no villagers’ issues raised at the APM.  Ideas on how to spend the CIL monies are included in item 3451.

3446. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator and to include any Police reports received, promoting crime prevention in rural communities leaflet packs and Community Speed Watch relaunch.
Nothing to report locally.  The Vice Chair & Mr G Martin agreed to deliver the leaflet packs with their Hannington Life’s, (Councillor R Horrocks having already mentioned the same after the APM). The Police & Crime Commissioner had relaunched the Community Speed Watch Initiative – under the new scheme, for a small cost £150, each CSW group would have its own speed monitoring equipment, replacing the previous scheme whereby devices were shared across communities on a month-by-month basis.  The scheme is designed to be preventative, encouraging safer driving from road users to reduce risk, not to enforce penalties.  Training will be given on how to use the equipment and record vehicle details.  It was agreed to discuss this further at the next meeting.

3447. To agree the 2025/26 Annual Report for publication.
The Clerk had previously circulated a copy of the 2025/26 Annual Report.  It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by the Vice Chair and unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Report.  A copy of this would be included with this month’s Hannington Life and published on the website.

3448. Green Hill Solar Project update (IW).
On hold until October 2026.

3449. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8.  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
Councillor D Basford had sent WNC response to the complaint he had made to the Clerk. Unfortunately, the Clerk has unable to give an update as the photographs sent were too small and when enlarged the images were blurred – deferred to the next meeting.

3450. To receive any update on the speed reduction along A43 & Red House Lane.
No update since the last meeting.

3451. CIL money projects – Pocket Park (perimeter fencing, reinforce internal boundary, picnic tables, fill in pond, hedge laying, play equipment), PC’s email addresses, website & Village Hall upgrade projects.
The Clerk had been in contact with Parish Online – they had provided a quote of £350 excluding VAT pa for a new parish website and email account.  The Clerk to ascertain if there is a cost per item uploaded/size of file/is the site self-administered.  If there are no additional, the Clerk is to go ahead and arrange.

3452. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:

	Payee
	Description
	Power
	Cheque No
	Amount

	nPower
	Electricity supply
	PCA 57, s3, HA80, s301
	D/D 13/04
	£180.75

	Hannington PCC
	Churchyard maint
	OSA 06, s9-10, LGA 72, 214(6)
	Chq 956
	£200.00

	Hannington VHC
	Annual hire of hall
	LGA 72, s111
	Chq 957
	£180.00

	TJ Whitaker
	Grass Cutting
	OSA 06, s9-10
	Chq 958
	£340.00

	
	
	
	
	



The reconciled bank balance was £26,203.62 being General £18,467.71 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £7,135.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
Three allotment rents had been received by BACS - £90, together with the first half of the precept on 29 April - £5,512.50.  The Clerk had also received 2 cheques for allotment rent - £80, which she had posted to Lloyds Bank as the ability to deposit cheques at the Post Office had been stopped.

(c) Internal Auditor’s Report.
The internal audit was carried out on 1 May – the Clerk had circulated the report prior to the meeting. The following points identified that required action:
· The Council should update the Standing Orders & Financial Regulations to the latest model documents which refer to updated legislation.
· The Council must adopt an IT policy.
In addition, the Internal Auditor she noted:
· Parish Councillors should have PC email addresses.
· It is best practise to record the legal power used to pay invoices.
· The Council should have an easy to navigate website.
Having reviewed the information, the Internal Auditor signed the AGAR 2025/26 accordingly.  It was proposed by Vice Chair L Wood and seconded by Councillor N Jenks that it should be accepted.

(d) To approve Section 1 – Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025/26 – Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2026.
The Clerk went through the Annual Governance Statement.  Councillor N Jenks proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Vice Chair L Wood.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(e) To approve Section 2 – Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2025/26 - Accounting Statements.
The Clerk circulated a copy of the accounts and supporting documents to the Councillors. The Chairman proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Councillor N Jenks.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork.

(f) Certificate of Exemption – to certify that HPC is exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.
Councillor N Jenks proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by Vice Chair L Wood.  The Chairman and the Clerk signed off the paperwork. The Clerk to submit to PKF Littlejohn.

(g) Commencement date for the exercise of public rights – Wednesday 3 June 2026.
Due to the timescale, it was agreed to push this out by one week and this year’s period of the exercise of Public Rights is 10 June to 21 July 2026.

(h) Approve the bank reconciliation.
The bank reconciliation for 31 March 2026 was prepared by the Clerk and checked and signed off by the Chairman having been proposed for acceptance by Vice Chair L Wood and seconded by Councillor N Jenks.

(i) Approve CIL Accounts – under Regulation 62a Monitoring Report for Parish and Town Councils.
The Clerk circulated a copy of the accounts to the Councillors. Councillor N Jenks proposed that it should be accepted and this was seconded by the Chairman.  The Clerk to send a copy to WNC and publish on the web site.

3453. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
	Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for June, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication.  The Clerk explained that next month whilst she was able to attend the meeting, she was not sure that she would have sufficient time to update/print/deliver Hannington Life.  It was agreed that this be produced prior to the meeting and circulated to the Parish Council for any amendments etc.  This would be printed & brought to the meeting - NB it will not be distributed until it has been formally approved at the July meeting.

3454. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.

3455. Date of next meeting: 6 July 2026.


	
